


communiques 


introduction: 


There is much we can learn from the example of the RAF 
and the June 2nd Movement and their continuing develop- 
ment. One can see how small groups of comrades can strike 
and hit the state. Imagine the effectiveness of continued 
armed attacks by 10 or 20 small revolutionary groups in one 
city. Many clandestine brigades could create the situation 
where the possibilities of generalized revolt are strengthened. 
How the central police state can be attacked more easily. 
However, through it all, the urban guerrilla must remain mo- 
bile and clandestine. The urban guerrilla must learn to hit and 
run. 

Small units of workers, students, women and the unem- 
ployed can tie their struggle together by acting autono- 
mously, against the same enemy, yet independenily. In Eu- 
rope they have attacked many targets, among them exclu- 
sive shops and tourist landmarks of the rich. They have helped 
to unite the elements of discontent and create more confi- 
dence among the people by enforcing self-reductions of 
rents, food and clothing. These clandestine and autonomous 
brigades are in tune with the needs of the people, and they 
are heavily armed. 

Their history of revolutionary activity is a bold, defiant shout 
of NO! in the face of the prolonged injustice. In West Ger- 
many, the Red Army Faction and the June 2nd Movement 
have attempted to create a revolutionary situation. They 
have contributed enormously to the central task of our time: 
the destruction of the rule of capital. Both of these urban 
guerrilla organizations grew out of the anti-imperialist mass 
movement of the sixties. They relied on themselves, rejected 
the fearful passivity of the West in the seventies. They continue 
to fight on, event today, so as to keep the revolutionary 
experiment alive into the inevitable crisis of the eighties. 

That is our reason for publishing this pamphiet; fo keep it 
alive, to move the struggle forward and fo advocate that 
other comrades learn from past mistakes, prepare to join the 
armed resistance now. We must broaden the fight worldwide; 
form revolutionary cells, and build up the Red Army! 


Patrick Arguello Press 
May, 1979 





COMMUNIQUE 


Communique No. 1 


On Thursday 11th May 1972, the day that the US mine blocade 
of North Vietnam began, the Petra Schelm Commandos detonat- 
ed three bombs, containing 80 kilograms of TNT, in the head- 
quarters of the Sth Army of the US forces in West Germany. 
West Berlin will no longer be a safe base for those who practice 
extermination techniques in Vietnam. They should know that 
their crimes against the Vietnamese people have brought them a 
new, embittered enemy, and there will no longer be any place for 
them in the world; they can be certain that they will be attacked 
by the revolutionary guerrilla movement. 


WE DEMAND THE IMMEDIATE END OF THE MINE BLOCADE 
OF NOATH VIETNAM. 


WE DEMAND THE IMMEDIATE END OF THE BOMB ATTACKS 
ON NORTH VIETNAM. 


WE DEMAND THE COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL OF AMERICAN 
TROOPS FROM !SNDOCHINA. 


VICTORY TO THE VIET-CONG. 
BUILD THE REVOLUTIONARY GUERRILLA MOVEMENT. 
DARE TO FIGHT - DARE TO WIN. 


CREATE TWO, THREE , MANY VIETNAMS! 
RAF 14th May 1972 


Communique No. 2 


On Friday 12th May 1972, the Thomas Weisbecker Commando 
detonated three bombs in the police headquarters in Augsburg, and 
the headquarters of the Bavarian police. Thomas Weisbecker was 
murdered in a well-planned ambush carried out by an execution 
commando from Munich CID and the Augsburg police, without 
warning and without any chance of defending himself. The police 
made no attempt to take him prisoner, they just shot him dead. 


The investigation authorities should now learn that they can’t 

kil any of us without reckoning that we will hit back. The Schutz- 
polizei (uniformed police), the Bereitschaftspolizei (specials), the 
Kripo (CID), the Bundesgrenschutz (border police) and their offi- 
cial and political employers should learn that their attempts to 
‘solve’ the social problems of this country by fascist methods - the 
re-arming of the police, the militarization of the class war, the ruth- 
less and vicious use of guns - will provoke resistance. This is also 
true for the police operations over the Munich and Cologne bank 
robberies, the killing of the Tubingen apprentice Epple, and police 
harrassment of foreign workers. 


The tactics and the methods that we emply are the tactics and 
methods of guerrilla warfare. The Minister of Internal Affairs 
and the Director of Public Prosecutors assess the situation 
wrongly if they think they can rule with their execution com- 
mandos. It's the nature of guerrilla warfare - as it is carried 
out in the interest of the people - that it cannot be destroyed 
by military actions, because its freedom of action can be per- 
petuated as often as it receives tempory setbacks. Against 

the brutal authoritarianism of the investigation authorities, 

the short cuis of the fascists, we set the steady develop- 

ment of the revolutionary guerrilla movement, the long and 
protracted process of the struggle for liberation from fascism, 
capitalism, capitalist exploitation and suppression of the 
people. 


FIGHT THE EXECUTION COMMANDOS OF THE POLICE! 
FIGHT THE SS-PRAXIS OF THE POLICE! 
FIGHT ALL EXPLOIJTERS AND ENEMIES OF THE PEOPLE! 


Communique No. 3 


On Monday 16th May 1972 the Manfred Grashof Commando 
carried out a bomb attack against the Karlsruhe High Court 
Judge Buddenberg. Buddenberg is the High Court Judge who 
deals with arrests, enquiries and political proceedings under 
Paragraph 129, 


The pig Buddenberg allowed Grashof to be moved from a hospi- 
tal to a cell at a time when such a transfer, together with the 
dangers of infection in the prison, might have killed him. ‘The 
pigs had failed to kill the defenceless Grashof, so Buddenberg 
tried again. 


The pig Buddenberg is responsible for drugging Carmen Roll 
in order to make her talk. The predictable consequences of 


this drug treatment show that it was clearly an attempt to kill 
her. 


The pig Buddenberg doesn’t give a shit about laws and con- 
ventions. The strict isolation in which the prisoners are kept, to 
destroy them mentally: solitary confinement, exercise in isola- 
tion, forbidden to talk with fellow prisoners, constant trans- 
ferring, observation in their cells, censorship of letters, seizure 
of letters, books and newspapers - all methods by which they 
are psychologically destroyed: glaring lights in their cells at 
night, frequent walking and searching, chained during exercise, 
daily assaults, these are not the vexations of insignificant, frus- 
trated prison warders, these are Buddenberg.s orders - aimed at 
extracting statements from the prosoners. This is fascism 
already institutionalised in justice. This is the beginning of 
torture. 


We demand the immediate application of the conditions for 
remand prisoners laid down by the Human Rights Convention, 
the Charter of the UN; the release of political prisoners on 
remand. We demand from the administration of justice that 
the lives and health of prisoners no longer be systematically 
attacked and destroyed, 


We will carry out bomb attacks against judges and public 
prosecutors until they have stopped abusing the rights of 
political prisoners. This is not an imp ssible demand for 

the administration of justice. We have no other way of forcing 
them to accept. 


FREEDOM FOR POLITICAL PRISONERS! 
FIGHT CLASS JUSTICE! 


RAF 20th May 1972 
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Communique No. 4 


Yesterday, Friday May 19th, at 3.55, two bombs exploded In the 
Springer skyscraper in Hamburg. Since, in spite of prompt and 
urgent warnings, the building wasn't cleared, 17 people were in- 
jured, The first warning was phoned through at 3.29 with the 
request that the building be cleared within 15 minutes because 
of a bomb. The reply was: stop this nonsense. The call was 
cut off, 

The second call was made at 3.31, I[t said: if you dont 
clear the building immediately something terrible will happen. 
But the telephonists clearly had instructions to ignore such calls. 
The third call, at 3.36, went to the pigs: look out, for Christ's 
sake make sure that the building is cleared. 

Because the Springer concern cannot suppress the fact that 
warnings were given, they distort the message: they say there 
was only one warning and that came too late. ‘Two telephon- 
ists and the pigs can confirm that the Springer press is lying 
once again. 

Springer would rather take the risk of losing a couple 
of hours working time. He would have lost profit through a 
false alarm. For capitalists profit is everything and the people 
who produce it for them are no better than shit. We are 
deeply shocked that workers and employees have been wound- 
ed, 

We demand of Springer that his papers stop their hyster- 
ical attacks on the New Left, on working-class solidarity actions 
such as strikes, on Communists here and in other countries, on 
liberation movements in the third world, particularly the Arab 
people who are fighting for the liberation of Palestine; that 
he stop his propaganda in support of Zionism, the imperialist 
politics of the Israeli ruling class; that he stop printing lying 
racist reports about foreign workers here. 


WE DEMAND THAT THE SPRINGER PRESS PRINT THESE 
COMMUNIQUES . 


WE DEMAND NOTHING IMPOSSIBLE. WE WILL ONLY STOP 
OUR ACTIONS AGAINST THE ENEMY OF THE PEOPLE WHEN 
OUR DEMANDS ARE MET. 

EXPROPRIATE SPRINGER! 


EXPROPRIATE THE ENEMY OF THE PEOPLE! 


Communique No. 5 


In the Headquarters of the American Armed Forces in 
Europe at Heidelberg yesterday evening, Wednesday May 
24th, two bombs with an explosive capacity of 200 kilos 
of ‘TNT were detonated. The attack was carried out after 
General Daniel James, Departmental Head in the Pentagon, 
had declared on Wednesday in Washington that in future 
the US armed forces would confine their bombs attacks 

to the areas north and south of the 17th parallel. 


On Monday, the Foreign Minister in Hanoi again accused 
the USA pf bombarding densely populated areas in North 
Vietnam. In the last seven weeks the US Air Forces has 
dropped more bombs over Vietnam than were dropped over 
Germany and Japan together in the whole of the second 
world war. The Pentagon is trying to stop the North 
Vietnamese offensive with more than a million bombs. 

This is genocide, murder of the people, annihilation, 
Auschwitz. 


The people in West Germany do not support the security 
forces on their search for the bombers, because they want 
nothing to do with the crimes of American imperialists, 
because they have not forgotten Auschwitz, Dresden and 
Hamburg, because they know that the bomb attacks against 
the mass murderers in Vietnam are just, and because they 
know from experience that words and demonstrations against 
the crimes of imperialism are no use. 


We demand an end to the bomb attacks on North Vietnam. 

We demand an end to the mine blocade of North Vietnam. 

We demand the withdrawal of American troops from Indochina. 
We will continue our attacks against the mass-murderers in 
Vietnam until the Viet Cong are victorious. 

We call upon militants in West Germany to make American 
installations the targets of their attacks in their palitical war 
ayainst US imperialism. 


Solidarity with the Vietnamese people! 
Break up and Smash the Forces of American linperialismt 


Victory in People’s Wart 
RAF 15 July Commandos 


Communique No. 6 


To the news editors of the West German press, not including 
the Springer press, and of the radio and television channels. 


Willi Brandt asserted in his television broadcast that there 
could be no possible political motivation for the bombings 
of recent weeks. The lives of innocent people, he said, have 
been threatened. The Chancellor can deceive the people 
with these assertions, because up till now the West German 
press has completely suppressed the communiques of the 
urban guerrilla commandos, 


Instead of these, the Frankfurter Rundschau published a 
communique made out of cut-up newspapers, which can be 
seen by comparison with authentic RAF communiques to 

be obviously false. They give the impression that the bombers 
are completely crazy, and act in a totally incomprehensible 
manner, which is intended to worry the people. So there 

is nothing to differentiate Brandt.s announcement from sim- 
ilar stalements by Franco, Patakos, Howeida, the followers 

of Salazar and the Turkish military dictatorship. 


The reasons for this conduct are obvious. The communique 
of the Thomas Weisbecker Commandos is intended to bring 
individual policeman to the point where he has to reconsider 
whether he wants to be an active party in the hunt for the 
RAF. Investigations have shown that the 2nd June Commandos 
wamed the Springer condern in time; Springer is lying yet 
again. The people who know from their own experience 
what mass-murder of the people and bomb terror against 
the civilian population are, can come to their own con- 
clusions of the Springer concern, and there can be no doubt 
that these bomb attacks are exclusively aimed against the 
enemies of the people, the enemies of the working class, 

the enemies of the Vietnamese people, the imperialists. 


We're all in the same boat: that’s the motto of the exploit- 
ers and fascists. Springer, under the threat of further bomb 
attacks, has published the demands made of him, although 
in a shortened form. The rest of the press must know that 
they themselves provoke action against the Springer concern 
to excuse their voluntary and opportunistic submission to 
this consorship-practice. 


Communique No, 6 


We therfore demand of them that they no longer deceive the 
people about the political content of the bomb attacks: that 
is, Not to aggravate the situation unnecessarily. 


We demand that they print in full this communique of the 
Thomas Weisbecker Commandos, the June 2nd Commandos 
and the July 15th Commandos. 


SERVE THE PEOPLE! 
EXPROPRIATE SPRINGER! 


RAF 28th May 1972 
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Communique No. 7 


The bomb threats stuck together out of newsprint for the 
June 2nd, next Friday, in Stuggart, do not originate from 
the RAF. Genuine communiques from the urban guerrilla 
commandos can be easily authenticated, by their content 
and language, through comparison with other RAF 
communiques. They are typewritten, as the pigs will know. 
The false communiques seem more likely to originate from 
the pigs themselves, as can be seen from their content, their 
purpose, their essence and their style. .The pi.gs know this. 
The Springer journalists who have published them without 
reservation know it. Filbinger and Klett know it. They 
take careful precautions only on the pretext of preparing 
new police actions and carrying the war of nerves to ex- 
tremes. Because the investigating authorities are finding 

no response from the people, they are seizing the methods 
of fascist provocation at this moment. 


One must give them enough credit to believe that, when 
their investigations have had no results by next Friday, when 
their commands have not been obeyed, they will carry 

out the crimes they have announced. Similarly, Springer 

did not allow his building to be cleared although he had 
seen the attack against him coming. In the same way the 
Nazis burned the Reichstag and tool over the transmitter 

at Gleinitz. We must believe that they have in mind other 
communiques and attacks of this kind. 


We are not responsible for the crimes of fascists. Urban 
guerrilla actions are directed against the institutions of 
the class state, imperialism and capital. They will never 
be directed against the working people, against people 
who have nothing to do with the crimes of imperialism. 
They are directed against those who plan such vicious 
attacks against the people as those announced in this 
false communique: attacks like those which are daily 
carried out against the Vietnamese people by the US 
imperialists. 


FIGHT THE FASCISTS! 
CRUSH AND DESTROY THE FORCES OF IMPERIALISM! 


EXPROPRIATE SPRINGER! 
RAF 29th MAY 1972 


THE LORENZ KIDNAPPING. 


We believe that words and arguments are no longer of any 
use in altering what is wrong in this country. Too many 
words have already been written about it, too many people 
experience it daily in their own lives. In this situation in- 
dividuals only succeed if many stand prepared. So what 
does it mean when aman toils all day and comes home so 
exhausted in the evening that he can do no more than sit 
in front of the TV? Where does cruelty to children, family 
breakdowns and despair and suicide develop? And why do 
such things happen less frquently in the fine houses in the 
rich suburbs? Working class people are subject to these bad 
conditions and the strains associated with them, not the 
wealthy businessman and the industrialist. 


WHO IS PETER LORENZ? 


In the papers and documents of Peter Lorenz we found 
some interesting information and in our conversations 
with him we obtained some important pieces of information. 


Peter Lorenz is the man in overall control and leadership 
of the CDU who is always presented to us as a man of the 
people. He is a ‘man of the people’ who can spend 50,000 
marks a year in expenses, who on his publicity posters, 
despite being very short-sighted, wears spectacles with 
plain glass, who has spoken extensively about safety. but 
who demands, and indeed receives, personal protection. 
His driver was an armed security officer of the mobile 
operational commando unit (MEK). Peter Lorenz would 
also give us no explanation why his official senate car has 
got a private unregistered automobile number - b ac 744 - 
while its proper number plate is b 1 2. 


Peter Lorenz also refused help to an entreating mother who 
had been 25 years a CDU member, and who had a mongol 
child. He refused to help her because he has no time for 
such things, or so we learn from letters he had among his 
personal papers. so we have taken 700 marks from him 
and sent it to this. family. 


From other secret documents which Peter Lorenz had on 
him it appears that Berlin's public utilities have a deficit of 


510 million marks, and are therefore faced with a decision on 
increased charges for water, gas, etc. One firm decision al- 
ready taken is that on June 30th the water rate will be in- 
creased by 18%. When we asked Peter Lorenz why the CDU 
had not mentioned this in the recent election campaign he 
said that the CDU could say nothing about the increases 
because they could do nothing to prevent them. 


Also, the workers at LOEWE-OPTA and DETEWE will be 
interested to Jearn that, due to difficulties at both com- 
panies, their jobs are at risk. The CDU is not anxious to 
make this known, as this may prove commercially damaging 
to both companies, or so a report maintains. 


PETER LORENZ'S INCOME 


Peter Lorenz has a monthly income of over 20,000 marks. 
We see from calculations in his own handwriting that he has 
received a total of 194,057.60 marks in fees in a period of 
nine months. By what means can he earn so much money? 
On top of his salaries for management jobs and places on 
boards of companies, his job as a member of the legislative 
assuymuly and as vice president, he earns a great cleal acting 
for firms who are buying up houses and plots of Jand in 
reconstruction areas, where, after the demolition of the old 
houses, new apartments and town houses will be built that 
nobody can afford, or concrete blocks, or road developments, 
of which plans, as the government representative, he has been 
kept fully informed. 


Now it will be said that all this is his affair, and by no ineans 
a sufficient reason to kidnap him. And it can be seen like 
that. But we want to even things up a little. Ask yourself 
for example, how long must a worker sweat and struggle 

to secure for himself the living standards of Peter Lorenz 

(a hopeless calculation). 


Peter Lorenz gets a good deal of his money through the 
plunder of the people living in the reconstruction areas. 
Peter Lorenz and his CDU party are not in truth, as they 
present themselves to us, for the interests of the workers. 
Rather, if he can be judged on his activity in this business 
of reconstruction areas, he is fair and square in support of 
the interests of the profiteers and the Jand speculators. 


And to all who still believe that one should vote CDU, 

because the SPD are not to be trusted and can achieve nothing, 
we can only say that the CDU-SPD-FDP are altogether in 
standing for the same thing. 


That THEY should rule AGAINST the people. 
FIGHT CLASS JUSTICE! 
FIGHT FASCISM! 





LETTER FROM HOLGER 


MEIN S: 
october 31,1974 


Either human being or pig. The only thing that matters is the struggle— 
now, today, tomorrow—whether we cat or not. What is important is what you 
make out of it. A leap forward to become better, to leam from experience. 
The point is that one has to learn from all of this. Everything else is dirt. The 
struggle will continue. Every new fight, every action, every skirmish, brings 
with it new unknown experiences, and that is the evolution of the struggle. 
It can only evolve in this manner—the subjective side of the dialectic of rev- 
olution and counterrevolution. What is decisive is to understand how to 
Jearn. 

Through the struggle, for the struggle; from the victories, but even more 
from the mistakes, from the knockdowns, from the defeats. That is the law of 
Manism. 

To fight, to be defeated, once more to fight, to be defeated again, to fight 
anew and so on and on to the final victory. That is the logic of the people says 
the old man. 

Man js nothing but matter, as is everything else. The whole human being, 
body and consciousness, is material matter, and what makes a human being what 
he is; his freedom is that his consciousness rules over matter, over itself and over 
external nature and, above all, over one’s own existence. The one side of Engels, 
crystal clear; the guerrilla, however, materializes himself in the struggle, in the 
revolutionary action, and that means without an end; that is, fight to the death, 
and, of course, collectively. 

That is no concern for matter but one for politics. Of practice. As you say, 
concern is always today, tomorrow, and onward. Yesterday has been. Criterion 
also but above all concern. Whatever is now rests first of all with you. The HS 
[Hit Song} has a long way to go yet before it ends. 

And the fight will never end. 

But there is, of course, a point to be made. If you know that with every 
pig victory, (he concrete intention lo commit murder becomes more concrete and 
you then decide to pull out, to have more safety for yourself, and by this action 
give victory to the pigs—that is, you desert us—then you are the pig that splits 
and withdraws in order to survive yourself. Then you just keep your mouth shut 
Don't say something like the Practiced Slogan: “Long live the RAF. Death 
to the system of the pigs.” When you no longer hunger with us, then you 
should have the guts—it would be more honest, if you still know the meaning 
of honor—to say “I live. Down with the RAF, Victory to the system of the 
pigs." 


Either pig or human being 

Either survival at any price or fight to the death 
Either problems or solutions 

In between there is nothing 


Victory or death say our types everywhere, and that is the language of the 
guerrilla even in the tiny dimension here, because with life it is the same as with 
dying. Human beings, meaning us, who refuse to give up the struggle, they either 
win or they die, instead of losing and of dying. 

Pretty sad to have lo write you something like that. Of course, 1 don't 
know how that is either, when one dies or when they kill one. Where should [ 
know it from? In a moment of truth one morning it penetrated my skull as the 


very first thought: So it Is going to be that way. Certainly had not known it yet 
and then right In front of the barrel aimed right between the eyes—well, anyway, 
that was it. In any case, on the right side. 

(ll tell you this, man: Everyone dies anyway. What matters is how, and 
how you Ilved. It’s simple. Fighting the pigs as a human being for the liberation 
of man, as a revolutionary, fighting to the last, loving life, disdaining death. 
That's my Idea of serving the people and the RAF. 





Statment By 
MONIKA BERBERICH 
November 24, 1977 


Following the massacres at Mogadishu and Stan- 
mheim, and the execution of Ingrid Schubert 
at Stadelheim, it has become clear that the 
state continues to react fascistically in 

its confrontation with the prisoners from 

the various anti-imperialist resistance 
groups. 


The state has broken the binding promise 
given at Stammheim in April, 1977, by the 
Justice Ministry of Baden-Wuertemberg (to 
confine a large number of prisoners toge - 
ther), and is permitting the Red Army Frac- 
tion prisoners, and especially those whose 
liberation was demanded by the "Commando 
Martyr Halimeh", to be killed one after the 
other, and cowardly commits the executions, 
camoflaged as "suicides". 


Since the capture of Schleyer the state has 
been isolating the political prisoners 
more completely than before. The isolation 
of the majority has not been reduced since 
"kontaktsperre' was lifted, rather the 
isolation has increased through; 
1. Exclusion of defense attorneys. 
2. Observation of ‘all conversations 
with defense attorneys. 
3. Continual cell searches. 
4, Continual illumination of the cells, 
both day and night. 
5. Constant observation and control. 


All these abuses and more are done under the 
pretext of preyenting suicides, although the 
justice authorities and the courts know that 
no Red Army Fraction prisoner has committed 
suicide, moreover, that all prisoners have 
declared they would never commit suicide. 


I propose that the April, 1977 promise of 
the Justice Ministry of Baden-Wuerttemberg, 
which foresaw as a general rule the concen- 
tration of political prisoners, be kept, 
that is, that groups of at least fifteen po- 
litical prisoners, capable of interacting, 
be united, absorbing our former groups of 
three prisoners. 


Or, I be integrated into the normal prison 
population on a completely equal basis with 
the other prisoners. I further propose, as 
a guard against a nocturnal attack by an ex- 
ecution squad of the state, that we be al- 
lowed to spend the nights in our cells to- 
gether with a companion of our own choosing; 
an immediate decision regarding this propos- 
al is necessary because it is possible that 
there are certain indications that the murder 
squad of the state which attacked at Stamm- 
heim and Stadelheim will kill a Berlin pris- 
oner next. 


If you try to break the promise by isolating 
prisoners from the regular population with 
us here, I will begin a hunger and thirst 
strike, 





A SWORN STATEMENT BY VERENA BECKER 
A POEM OF MODERN GERMANY 
December 6, 1977 


Fifth penal senate Stuttgart/Fischer 
Regarding: Visiting permission for Hans Guenter 
Staschik. 


Stuttgart, November 25, 1977 -- signed 
Holzapfel 


I affirm that: 
I decline this visit (and if necessary all others) 
because of limitations 3a to 3b. 


This decision only shows once more, 

that for the court every means is appropriate -- 
either: 

to break my political identity, 

or; 

to strangle me through inhuman conditions. 


Factually this decision means 

that I can speak neither about the legal left 
nor even about articles available to ne. 

I could/shall discuss only the weather, 

if the visit is not to be broken off. 


Further 

with this decision Hans Guenter Staschik is equally 
threatened with criminalization -- 'finally, it 

is pointed out that providing the defendant with 
information in the proscribed area may fall 

within the provisions of paragraph 129 of the state 
criminal code, if 1t ig tied to a certain goal." 


I can view this decision only as a provocation. 
Perhaps I may/must became involved with it. 
For this decision is only one matter. 

Another matter for example is the decision on 


jall conditions of Novenber 17,1977, to wiich, 


upon my question I was told by Henck and Schumacher 
that the observation (every 5 minutes) etc. would 
naturally be withdrawn. But up to today the fact 
is that absolutely nothing has changed. If you 
continue to provoke me through these armihilating 
jail and visiting conditions 

-- finally force me to -- 

I will again go on a hunger strike and thirst strike. 
It is quite simple -- 

either: 

this struggle will end with my death which 

you cannot hinder 

with any forced medical means -- or 

I will get jail conditions which I can survive 
psychically, 





STATEMENT OF THE 
REVOLUTIONARY GUERRILLA 
JANUARY, 1978 


The People and the Guerrilla: 


The comrade Werner Sauber wrote the following passage in an 
analysis of the ‘anti-imperialist conception’: 


‘The comracdes don't accept a practical epotel concerning the connection 
of the armed struggle and the militant proletarians, Instead the comrades 
are setting up for ‘revolutionary srechil cevilce troops’, which see their only 
basis in the liberation movements of the 3rd World, and to strugele from 
this basis against the metropolis, But now the comrades are neither fish 

in the water nor birds in the sky. They only work together with suppres- 
sed side-groups or the leftists to gain fail forces for the anti-imperialist 
struggle, but not, to strengthen the suppressed class struggles in the cities 
themselves, 

Struggle must come from the daily behaviour of resistance, the hel-pful 
way, because working people still live more or less badly under the cap- 
italist state of siege. Only starting with this daily sltuation can any sort 
of resistance become concrete, if attacks only the imperialist super- 
structure without being anchored in the factories and the workers dis- 
tricts, the capltalist state can surround and extermninate it without great 
vedies and with pure police-tactical methocs. 

T. hy result is, that one is working to build a Red Army, which is in 
the first place a sort of isolated skeleton, The bombs that this Red Army 
is throwing is aimed at the consciousness of the masses, the revolutionary 
force is recluced to enlightenment, It does not emerge from the class ex- 
perience of the battles against the oppression, and therefore does not 
become a mean of the antl-power, The result is a sympathizing attituce 
ofa spectator as long as the people who are pursued are not caught; 

a helpless passivity concerning the conflict between the terror of the 
state and the anti-imperialist struggle of the comrades,’ 


Ch the whole this estimation is still valid, It is certainly problematic to 
speak generally about the ‘working people’ nowadays, who are ‘liv- 
ing more or less badly under the capitalist state of siege’. The deve- 
lopment towards bourgeois life styles of a great part of the working 
people because of their social climbing attitude remains as neglected 
as, on the other side, the specific situation of women, the working- 
immigrants, the unemployed and the youth. 


The Daily Resistance Behaviour: 


The central point is that the struggle can and has to develop out 


of the daily resistance behaviour. The ranges within which this is 
happening and is bound to the people, can no longer be described 
with the traditional class terms. This becomes most evident with 
the anti: nuclear power movement, where everyone is participating, 
the farmer as well as the university teacher. 

Developing the struggle out of the daily resistance means for 
example also to destroy a police station or city hall during a.demon- 
stration over the eviction of tenants, or to set fire to Springer's de- 
livery vans and vending machines if one of our printers js arrested. 
We must organize ‘self-reductions’ or steal-ins, at the big department 
and grocery stores, if the prices of food and clothes are rising too 
fast (don't forget the cash-box too). To force policeman to remove 
their guns and uniforms and to handcuff them to a lamp-post in the 
street if they are sniffing about too much (it is also possible to beat 
the daylight out of them),To fill pig bureaucrat's and doctor's offices 
with butcher's rubbish. These are more than enough starting points 
and there are no limits to your inventiveness! 

And international solidarity is best proven in practice if the 
factories are burning which supply Iran with weapons or South Africa 
with nuclear power stations. 


Legality---Whose Legality? 


Naturally, this is the point where the other side once more puts 
the question of violence, legality and illegality. 

Legality is everything that is not dangerous for the ruling order. 
Whom ever wants to abolish the capitalist order over human beings 
and especially whoever acts that way: they are illegal. That each 
‘changer-of-the-system’ is not locked into jail at once, does not 
mean, that there exists a possiblity to legally tear the ruling class 
from their pedestals. This ‘legitimacy’ can mean that it is more 
practical, at the moment, for the state and that it is easier to con- 
trol legal groups, or that their actions have no relevance, Or that the 
crushing of all dissent does more damage than good, or, the sum of 
all of these. 

Legality is not a fixed term, it is a question of power. During 
the Hitler-fascism there was a law for everything. What was happen- 
ing was ‘allowed’ and was ‘within the frame-work of the law’. Today 
itis the same thing. They who always observe the frame-work of 
legality, some time observes the legality of fascism. Of course, we 
are not the ones who decide what is legal in this state. 


Concerning the Question of Violence: 


The question of violence is in fact unnecessary. The daily lec- 
ture of any newspaper shows where the violence is coming from. We 
cannot prevent anybody from turning the other cheek. But, everyone 
should have by now lost the illusion that they can play that part for- 


ever. We, that is to say, all those who don’t want to be pocketed by 
this system any longer, must learn to realize that we cannot do with 
out the armed revolutionary groups. They are able to enforce our 
interests and necessities, in view of a state which is armed to the teeth. 
We must realize todav, that we cannot avoid a violent conflict with 
a iy That must be realized as a political necessity and not as 

a fetish, 


How Do We Get On? 


‘The movement itself, without its counection to the final goal, the movement 
as an enc in itself, is nothing tous. The final goal is everything tous. 
Statement by Rosa Luxembourg. 


There is no use trying to squeeze by one another, and why should 
we try? If we want to get on, we will be forced to finally find the 
‘point, where the resistance cannot be divided from the people. We must 
reach a point where the comrades no longer believe in dividing different 
kinds of resistance from others. We should realize that we benefit mu- 
tually from the many-layers of the conflict and that we are also depen- 
dent on one another. Only the struggle without compromises, on all 
levels, leads to the point where we will be a ‘big family’, where the 
distances and rivalries are overcome. This is obvious. 


For the Offensive Struggle in All Reaches of Lifel 
For the Organization of the total Resistance --- Here and Now! 
For a More Revolutionary Guerrilla Movement! 


The Revolutionary Guerrilla Oppositon... 





STATEMENT OF ANDREAS VOGEL 
MAY 30, 1978 


I'll just tell you something about the action on Saturday: The 
action was grand. It was the expression of the force, the continuity 
and the solidarity of the June 2nd Movement. It firmly contradicts 
the lies about us and pushes our struggle forward, 

Sure, the action did not achieve all that it set out to do: to free 
two imprisoned guerrillas from the claws of the state security police. 
and to reintegrate them back into the armed struggle. But the nonsense 
that minister of (in)justice Baumann fs telling about the action is 
rediculous. He tries desperately to veil the triumph of the action of 
the urban guerrilla and of our policy to turn defeat into victory. The 
minister of (in)justice Baumann is a fool and his plan won’t work 
because the facts speak a precise language. 

The reason only one of the imprisoned guerrillas escaped (Till 
Meyer) is because of the liberal principles still existing in the armed 
struggle--inspite of the cold-blooded murder of 8 imprisoned comrades. 
To not give a subordinate screw what he deserves in such a situation, 
to not prevent him from taking the initiative and standing in our way 
in the state's interest. We know what to learn from that! 

The action is a victory for the armed struggle. The political-mi- 
litary aim of the attack has been achieved: the state forces suffered 
a defeat and the arrogance of the political control of the German 
imperialists was dealt a blow. Their arrogance stops at nothing, it 
openly intervenes militarily in the 3rd World and forces Western 
Europe under the hegemony of American/West German capitalism. 

In order to achieve this domination, it relies on attepts to destroy 

the revolutionary within and outside the country. The German 
‘wanted’ posters, which anti-fascist resistance fighters from the last 
war hated to see, are fixed again on the walls of France and beyond. 
The governments of Western Europe are taught to control the guerrilla 
armed struggle by permanently stationed German State Federal Police. 
In this way the Bonn government decides the internal policies of these 
states. Chancellor Schmidt explains:'For us a European foreign policy 
does not exist, only an internal policy of Europe.’ 

The state forces suffered a defeat where they thought they to- 
tally dominated the ground; in one of their fortresses. where the po- 
wer and the control of the system is concentrated and shows itself for 
what it is: murder, torture, kidnap, state of seige. 


The action shows that ‘there is no ground that we don’t know 
to fight on. The supremacy of imperialism and its forces really does 
not exist. Even the fascism, the total encirclement of the people, 
becomes just another condition under which the resistance must 
fight. 

To attack the prison. to enter and to free arrested querrillas, 
means to pose the question of power, even in hostile territory, and 
to decide it. To confront the power and brutality of the system 
with the solidarity of the revolutionary forces of the anti-imperial- 
ist movement. 

And all that did happen, after the state murdered four prison- 
ers in order to make any liberation attempts impossible. After it 
uses the prisoners as hostages to put the squeeze on the guerrillas 
outside. After it uses this state of hostage to isolate contacts and 
uses this official state of siege in other forms. That is to say after 
Schleyer, Mogadishu, Stammheim and Stadelheim, where Schmidt 
calculated and ordered the massacre. He was the leader of the 
‘crisis management’. 

Where our pain was his triumph--- and Schinidt believed that 
the ‘problem’ had been solved and that we prisoners from the 
guerrilla were now forced to confront the state, because we do not 
cease to think and to fight. That is to say: as long as we are alive, 
are not murdered in prison, throughout, there will be a fight of the 
prisoners and the fight for the prisoners. 

They have less and less success in screening out the truth about 
the state of war existing Inside Germany and outside. This war is 
maintained by the state as ‘normal business’. However, the crisis 
within the system becomes more evident, because its existence 
is in danger, Look around you: the mobilization of all the repres- 
sive forces against the revolutionary left, the streamlining of all 


the media by the centrally directed psycholoaical warfare branch. 
the liquidation of the smallest traces of a fundamental opposition 


organizing outside the guerrilla. The fortresses of the police, the 
‘special courts’, the mass search of whole districts, the screening 
and registration of the entire population with the computers of 

the ‘intelligence agencies’, special laws, shoot-to-kill. These are only 
a few of their many repressive instruments. All of which shows that 
the illegality of the armed struggle can be an offensive position for 
the revolutionary policy. 

The ruling Social-Democratic (sic) party with the technocrat 
Schmidt and the CIA agent Brandt, accepted the anti-imperialist war 
which they are trying to destroy all over the world. They accepted 
the war and reacted in a way that the character of imperialism im- 
plies --- with terror! This is why we fight here against the state of 
the multi-nationals, as a metropolis of the empire! 

The situation in this country resembled the situation after a 
riot; panic, cold rage, resignation. The action was 2 ‘reakina "hrough. 
"noses the question of power and decides it in favor of the revol- 


utionary movement. The action encourages, it sliows the possibility 
for armed struggle here and now. And by its implications and jts 
contents, the action gives the orientation and the perspective. 

The action speaks for itself and radiates consciousness. 

Of course the connection of the action and my trial is there. 
The trial is the main subject and at the bottom of everything. The 
action is a continulty of the main theme --- the liberation of prisoners, 
the revolutionary policy. It destroys the attempt of the Federal At- 
torney's Office and of the court to empty this trial of all political 
content; by smashing the defense, by appointing reactionary judges 
and forced advocates. This is the states attempt to cope with our 
revolutionary policy --- by making it a ‘judicial trial’. 

The liberation of prisoners is the content of these trials and the 
reason for this recent action. It is an exemplary action of the urban 
guerrilla. It contains all the elements of our actions: attack and 
method, aim and contents, mediation and continuity. 

To attack a militarily stiperior state with relatively weak revo- 
lutionary forces. To give it a defeat, to disturb the unity of the re- 
actionaries, and to sharpen the contradictions. To negate through 
practice the discouragement and the resignation of the people. We 
confront the integrated policy among the ruling class with the con- 
sequent and successful alternative of the organized armed struggle. 

The liberation of Till Meyer is the best example of a revolu- 
tionary act, because the liberation of prisoners is a matter of the 
anti-imperialist struggle everywhere. Liberation by and with the arm- 
ed struggle, against the system of profit/power/brutality/imperialism. 
Of course, it is the method for the liberation of human-kind. 


Signed, Andreas Vogel 
Prisoner of War, member of the 
June 2nd Movement 


JUNE 2nd 
MOVEMENT 


CHRONOLOGY 


1967 


June 2nd: 


1968 


March 6: 


Easter 


April 2: 


April 5: 


During a demonstration against the visit of the Shah of 
Iran to West Berlin, Benno Ohnesorg, a young student 
was shot and killed by the West German police. This 
was for many political activists, a real turning point, 
particularly because no police were ever convicted of 
the murder. 

‘They'll kill. ws all. You know what kind of pigs 

we're up against. This is the Auschwitz generation we've got 

against us. You can't argue with the people who made Aus- 

schultz, They have weapons anil we haiei'h We must arin 

ourselves, 

Statement by Cucdrun Ensslin after the murder of 
Benno Olinesorg. 


Incendiary bomb with ming device explodes in the Moabit 
Criminal Court in West Berlin. 


Following an attempt by right-wing assassins on the life 
of Rudi Dutschke, a Jeading spokesperson of the German 
New Left, demonstrations and rioting, accompanied by 
arson and bombings.take place throughout West Germany. 


Incendiary bombs explode in two of Frankfurt's largest 
department stores as a protest against the war in Viet- 
nam. The explosions cause over $250,000 in material 
damage. 
"We set fires in the departinent stores so that you will stop 
buylng. he compulsion to buy terrorizes you.’ Statement 
by Gudrun Ensslin after the Vrankfurt arsons. 


Gudrun Ensslin, Andreas Baader, Thorwald Proll and 
Hans Sohnelin are arrested and charged with the Frank- 
furt fires. 


cannot believe that the workers are content just to be 
satisfied, that good food has become their one real aim in 

life, We huve only to look at Vietnam ty reallze the un- 
awareness in our soclety, | will never be satisfied to have 

done nothing. twill have done something." Statement 

by Gudrun Busslin to Ulrike Metuhof in the Journal KONKRUET. 


October: 
1968 


November 4: 


December 19: 


1969 
February 27: 


March 9: 


June 13: 


July 15: 


November: 


1970 


February: 


All four militants involved in the Frankfurt arsons are 
sentenced to 3 years in prison. 
‘The progressive significance of the depurtmient store arson 
does not lie tn the destruction of goods, which are mere 
substitutes for satisfactions It lies in the criminality of the 
action, in law breaking.’ Statement by Ulrike Meinhof in 
the journal KONKRET. 
iseil it Is better to burn a department store than to run one.’ 
Statement by Fritz Teufel member of ‘Kommune 1’ or ‘K-1' 
a well-known revolutionary collective in’ West Germuny. 
‘Anythirig that contributes to the political unrest of the state 
serves our interest.’ Statement of Andreas Baader. 


Department of Internal Affairs in West Berlin is fire- 
bombed with molotov cocktails 


Rectorate of the University of West Berlin is fire- 


bombed, 


Nixon's visit to west Berlin sparks demonstrations 
and an unsuccessful bombing attempt on his auto. 
Following the visit, State Secret Police attack several 
Berlin communes, planting evidence of a bomb in one 


and charging Dieter Kunzel and Rainer Longhans 


with illegal ordnance possession. 


J.F. Kennedy library in West Berlin is firebombed 
causing heavy material damage. 


Baader, Ensslin, Proll and Sohnlein are released from 


prison pending outcome of their appeal. 


Local government offices in Bamberg are firebombed 
and blank identity cards are also stolen. 


Six bomb attacks take place throughout West Berlin. 


Baader, Ensslin and Proll, free pending appeal, refuse 
to return to prison and go underground instead. 


Several members of the June 2nd Movement are ar- 
rested while attacking Horst Rieck, Berlin corresj:or 


February: 


1970 


March: 


April 4: 


May 14: 


June: 


August: 


Sept. 28; 


dent for the magazine ‘QUICK’. He had recently publish- 
ed a scandalous story about the political bombings and 
New Left in Berlin. One of the attackers, Michael Bau- 
mann, is held in prison for 18 months: the others are 
released shortly after the arrest. 


Horst Mahler is arrested after a demonstration against 
the right-wing Springer-owned media corporation. He 
is sentenced to six months in jail which is later sus- 
pended. 


Andreas Baader captured in West Berlin. 


Baader is liberated from the Library of the Institute for 
Social Research where he has obtained permission to 
work with journalist Ulrike Meinhof on a book about 
youth rebellion in West Germany. An armed group en- 
ters the library and frees Baader, who is under armed 
guard. Ulrike Meinhof leaves with the group. 
‘Did the pigs really believe that we would let comrade Baader 
languish in prison for two or three years? Did they really 
believe that we would talk about the development of the 
class struggle and the re-organization of the proletariat with. 
out anning ourselves at the same time? Did the pigs, who 
shot first, believe that we would allow ourselves to be knock. 
ed like cattle? Those who don’t eb themselves die, 
Those who don't die are buried alive in prisons, in reform 
schools, in the slums of worker's districts, in the stone coffins 
of the new housing developments, in the crowded kinder- 
gartens and schools, in the brand new kitchens and bedrooms 
filled with fancy furniture bought on credit, 
Start the Armed Resistance Now! Build Up The Red Army! 
Statement of the RED ARMY FACTION published in 
the journal ‘AGIT-833' after the freeing of Andreas Baader, 


Ulrike Meinhof, Baader, Ensslin and Horst Mahler go 
to the Middle East and receive training and support 
from the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, 
(PFLP). 


The four RAF members return to West Germany from 
the Mid-East. 


The RAF carries out three simultaneous bank assaults 
with 12 cadre and 6 autos. They expropriate DM 220,000 
or roughly $110,000 in cash. 

‘No one claims that bank robbery of itself changes anything, 

but for the revolutionary organization, it means a solution to 


Sept. 28: 


— 
~o 
~ 


October 8: 


November 16: 


November 21: 


Winter '70-'7] 


197] 


January 15: 


January: 


February 10: 


May 6: 


its financial problems. It is logistically correct, since other- 

wise the financial problem could not be solved at all. It is 

politically correct because it is an act of dispossession, Ut 

is tactically correct because it is a proletarian action.’ 
RED ARMY FACTION statement following bank ex- 


propriations, 


The police get a tip-off about a meeting in West 
Berlin. The subsequent raid nets Horst Mahler, Irene 
Georgens, Ingrid Schubert, Monika Berberich and 
Briggitte Asdonk. All are considered RAF mambers. 


Town hall at Neustadt is broken into and 31 of- 
ficial stamps, 15 passports, and One identity card 
are stolen, 


Town hall at Lang-Gons is broken into and 166 i- 
dentity cards and official stamps and 430 DM are 
taken. 


Red Army Faction consists of some 22 persons who 
are wanted for the robbery of 3 banks. Over 5,000 


heavily armed police are now hunting them down. 


RAF assaults two banks in Kassel and expropriates 
$35,000. 


The Minister of the Interior orders a nationwide search 
the largest police action in the history of West Ger- 
many. In the course of the next few months the RAF 
lost 15 of their original 22 members. 


Exchange of qun-fire between the police and Manfred 
Grashof and Astrid Proll in Frankfurt. 
‘The pigs will stumble around in the dark until they are 
forced to transform the political situation into a military 
one.’ — Statement by Andreas Naader in a letter toa 
Frankfurt newspaper. 


Astrid Proll is captured. 


July 8: 


July 15: 


July 20: 


July 24: 


September: 


October 21: 


During the trial of Thomas Weissbecker and Georg von 
Rauch for the assault on a journalist of the Springer mag- 
azine ‘QUICK’, Georg is convicted and Tommy acquitted. 
However, both the police and the press have confused 
them with one another since the beginning of the case, 
and after the verdict is read they do an exchange. Georg 
thereby escapes and goes underground and Tommy has 
to be released. Following the escape the June 2nd Move- 
ment is formed. 


Petra Schelm of the J2M is shot dead by the police fol- 
lowing a check at a road-block in Berlin. Werner Hoppe 
is arrested and accused of attempted murder of a police. 


Dieter Kunzelmann arrested and charged with attempted 
murder for allegedly planting a bomb at a ruling-class 
social function, 


The Socialist Patients Collective (SPK) in Heidelberg is 
attacked by the police on the pretext of a connection 
with the RAF. The SPK, one of the first self-organized 
groups of ‘mental patients’. They claim to have located 
the cause of mental illness as the capitalist society it- 
self. 300 police armed with machine-guns, forced their 
way Into the rooms of the residents of the SPK. Eleven 
members are thrown into 10 different prisons. 

‘Strike a Death Blow Against the Sick System!’ 

‘Bomh For Mental Health, Kill For Inner Peace’ 

Slogans of the Socialist Patients Collective, 


The Wagenbach publishing collective which has just 
printed ‘Armed Struggle in Western Europe’ by the 
Red Army Faction Collective, is forbidden by the state 
to distribute the work. The entire edition is seized and 
destroyed and Klaus Wagenbach is forced to face state 
charges arising from the publication. 


Following a confrontation between members of the 
RAF and the police, the policeman Norbert Schmid 

is killed in Hamburg. For the first time RAF members 
are wanted for murder. Margit Schiller is arrested and 
charged with the shooting. 


December 4: 


December: 


December 22: 


~ 
~ 
i) 


February: 


March 2: 


March 3: 


During a massive police search throughout the city 

of West Berlin following the discovery of an RAF 
safehouse, three members of the June 2nd Movement 
get into a shoot-out with the plain-clothes police. 
Georg von Rauch is killed. Michael Baumann and 
another comrade manage to avoid capture after sever- 
al hours of hot pursuit throughout the city. The 
next day between 5,000 and 7,000 people take to 
the streets in a solidarity demonstration called by 

the Berlin Red Help. 


Dieter Kunzelmann is sentenced to nine years and 
one month in prison even though the prosecutor 
asked for only an 8 year sentence. 


$35,000 is expropriated from a bank in Kaiserslautern 
A policeman is killed. There is nothing to directly 
connect this robbery with the RAF, however, the 
Springer media corporation starts a big propaganda 
campaign on the assumption that this was an action 
of the ‘Baader-Meinhof Group’. Heinrich Boll, world 
famous novelist, publicly attacks the hysteria of the 
press. Two weeks later even Chancellor Brandt 
appeals to the public to remain calm. At this time 
also, Peter Bruckner, a radical psychologist, is accus- 
ed of sympathising with the armed struggle in Ger- 
many and is suspended from his teaching position 

at the university. Following his suspension, there is 

a massive solidarity demonstration from the students. 


A bomb explodes inside the British yacht club in 
West Berlin, in solidarity with the liberation war of 
the people of Northern Ireland. 


Thomas Weissbecker is fatally wounded in a shoot- 
out with two policeman in Augsberg. Carmen Roll 
is with Tommy and is captured. Solidarity demon- 
strations take place in five cities throughout West 

Germany the next day. Both Tommy and Carmen 
are members of the June 2nd Movement. 


In Hamburg, the police raid a flat and there is a 
shootout with 2 guerrillas; Manfred Grashof and 
Wolfgang Grudmann., Grashof is seriously wounded 


March 3: 


March 29: 


April 19: 
1972 


May 11: 


May 12: 


May 15: 


May 19: 


May 24: 


and a police inspector dies after receiving wounds. 


Till Meyer of the J2M is arrested in Bielefeld after a gun 
battle with the police. 


Four hundred police raid the ‘Georg von Rauch House’ 
which is a political commune in the Kreuzberg that 
has been occupied by working-class youths since Dec. 
'71. Evidence related to recent bombings is allegedly 
discovered. Some members of the June 2nd Movement 
who had been living there under false identity are else- 
where at the same time of the raid. 27 people are ar- 
rested and taken in for questioning. 


f\ series of bombings explode throughout West Berlin. 

The first three hombs destroyed the entrance and the 
officers’ club of the U.S.Army Corp in Frankfurt; thirteen 
American soldiers are injured and a colonel was killed, 
The bombings were said to be in retaliation for ‘the day 
the military blockade against North Vietnam was begtun by 
by U.S, imperialists’, 


Three bombs exploded in the Augsburg police head- 
quarters, injuring five police. The same day, a Ford auto 
in the parking lot of the State Criminal Investigation 
Office in Munich explodes, destroying sixty autas. 


In Karlsruhe, Gerta Buddenberg receives severe wounds 
to both legs when a bomb explodes in her auto. Her 
husband, Wolfgang, is a judge and has signed most of 

the arrest warrants for people suspected of engaging 

in the armed struggle. Usually both the judge and 

his wife travel in the auto together, however, on 

this occasion Mrs. Buddenberg is alone. 

In Hamburg, two bombs explode in a lavatory of the Sprin- 
ger newspaper building. Although three telephone warnings 
were given to both the Springer building itself and to the 
police, all were {gnored resulting in the injury of 17 work- 
ers. 


At the headquarters of the American Arny in Europe at 
Heilelberg, two bombs explode in the parking lot. A cap- 
tain and two seargents are killed, five other soldiers are 
wounded. lll these actions during May are claimed by the 


RAP. 


June 7: 


June 9: 


June 15: 


June 25: 


December 11: 


1973 


February: 


July 7: 


July 27: 


August: 


October 2: 


October: 


Andreas Baader, Holger Meins and Jan-Carl Raspe are 
wounded and captured after 250 police with machine- 
guns and a tank, raid a flat near Frankfurt engaging the 
RAF cadre in a prolonged shootout. 


Gudrun Ensslin is arrested in a shop In Hamburg. 


Bernhard Braun and Briggitte Monhaupt are arrested 

in West Berlin. They are two of the 19 people whose 
photos are being blasted all over the media in Germany 
as members of the RAF. 


Ulrike Meinhof and Gerhard Moller are arrested in a 
flat near Hannover, 


Jan Macleod, citizen of England, resident in West Ger- 
many, is murdered by police in Stuttgart after police 
raid suspected RAF safehouse. 


Till Meyer is condemned to 3 years in prison because 
of an ‘attempted murder of a policeman’. 


Spontaneous strikes begin in the big metal industries 
in Dortmund and Duisberg. 


Gabi Krocher-Tiedemann from the June 2nd Movement 
is arrested in Bochum after a gunfight with the pigs. 


J2M assaults bank in West Berlin and expropriates 
over 200,000 DM. 


Workers strikes convulse virtually all of West Germany 
and end with the police attack on workers attempting 
to occupy the Ford Motor Co. plant in Cologne-Niehl. 
Also Inge Viett from the June 2nd Movement saws 
through a window-grate in the Berlin jail and escapes. 


Ina Siepmann, who is said to be involve with the bank 
assault of last July 27, is arrested in Berlin. 


In special maneuvers at Hildersheim, a British Army 
Division practices ‘repression of workers strikes. 


November 13: 
1973 
December 12: 


1974 


January: 


February: 


February 13: 


February: 


July 18: 


September 10: 


September 13: 


Till Meyer, J2M, escapes from the prison at Castro- 
Rauxel. 


Gabi Krocher-Tiedemann is sentenced to 8 years for 
attempted murder of a policeman. 


Strikes by public service employees in West Germany. 


Large scale police operations in Hamburg and Frank- 
furt in search of the RAF, many people are arrested; 


In Berlin the trial of Verena Becker, Wolfgang Knupe 
and Willi Rather begins. They are suspected of the bomb- 
ing of the British yacht club. 


Fifty people are arrested during demonstrations around 
the RAF cadre trials and against the increased fascism 
in Germany. Police suffer 26 injured. 


RAF defense lawyers call for the immediate relcase of 
Baader and Meinhof because trial preparations will take 
two years to complete. Their request is denied. 


Three men and a woman, posing as detectives and pro- 
ducing a false search warrant, rob an arms store in Ber- 
lin. The June 2nd Movement is believed responsible. 


Asa protest against the harsh solitary confinement 
in ‘silent-wing’- sensory deprivation cells, RAF cadre 
and 39 prisoners begin a hunger strike with the slogan- 
‘STRENGTH FROM WEAKNESS’ 
During this period all members of the revolutionary guerrilla are 
kept in complete Isolation, in sound proof cells that are painted 
bright white. They are denied any reacling materials or visitors. 
Ina letter from Ulrike Aeilial isp ded Fear prison, she 
writes of the effects: ‘The feeling that one's head is exploding, 
that the spinal marrow is being pressed into the brain. The fool 
ing that one’s brain is slowly shriveling up like baked fruit. The 
fecling that one's spine ds drilling into the brain. The fecling 
that oneis pissing one’s soul away, Pains in the head, Mashes. 
Like ina mirrored room that distorts the image, waving back 
and forth, Frantic aggrestveness for which there is no outlet, 
The feeling that a vite layer of one's skin is being stripped 
away, Like uninterrupted roller-cuaster riding, Like Kafka's 
‘Penal Colony’. 


October 26: 


1974 


October: 


November 9: 


November 10: 


The Berlin Supreme Court, Superior Court and Lower 

Court buildings are firebombed. The press reports that 
some $100,000 in material damage is done to the posh 
offices of the highest judge in Berlin. 


RAF defense lawyers protest prison authorities holding 
guerrilla captives in isolation and force-feeding them, 
Prosecution lawyers are exposed for withholding doc- 
uments which the defense were entitled to see. 


Holger Meins,RAF, dies after 8 weeks of a collective 
hunger strike by 43 prisoners against the continued 
isolation and sensory deprivation. He was starved to 
death according to plan, as his transfer to a State 
Hospital was purposely delayed. The next day some 
50 demonstrations and arsons on court buildings take 
place throughout Europe. 


During a kidnap attempt, the President of the Supreme 
Court, Drenkmann, is shot and killed when he tries to 
catch hold of the service revolver issued to him by the 
police, 
‘The shooting of the highest judge in Berlin ts not an actlon 
against the people — the people ie nothing to fear from 
the ‘terrorists’, The action against the judge shows that we 
defend ourselves, that we no longer helplessly accept the 
assassination of a comrade, but that we will call to account 
those pigs responsible. Concerning the Berlin justice scenery, 
- the Supreme Court has been notorious with its especially 
reactionary sentences, decistons and issuances at all times. 
It ts only logical that the president himself did not have to 
sit on the executioner's seat -which would only get his hands 
dirty-but all the same, he has the power to condenin,' 
Statement of the June 2nd Movement after the execu- 
tlon of Drenkmann. 


November 29: Ulrike Meinhof is sentenced to 8 years in prison. 


1975 


February 27: 


Peter Lorenz, ruling-class candidate for mayor in West 
Berlin is kidnapped by the June 2nd Movement three 
days before the elections, Demanded are the release of 
6 imprisoned guerrillas: Rolf Pohl, Rolf Heissler, Gabi 
Krocher-Tiedemann, Horst Mahler and Ina Siepman 
and Verena Beecher. 


March 3: 
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March 4: 


March: 


April: 


April 24: 


May 9: 


June 6: 


July 30-31: 


September 9: 


Gali Krocher-Tiedemann, Verena Becker, Ina Siepman, 
Rolf Heissler and Rolf Pohl are released, given $20,000 
each and flown to the People's Democratic Republic of 
Yemen as clemanded by the J2M. forst Mahler refuses 
to be exchanged. 


Peter Lorenz is released unharmed as promised. An im- 
mediate nation-wide search begins for the J2M, however 
the police are unable to gain any leads. 


Shortly after the liberation action, a paper by the J2M 
appears in Berlin. Some 50,000 copies titled ‘the kidnap- 
ping in our view’,is widely distributed and tells something 
about the June 2nd. Movement, its policy, about Lorenz 
and why he was the target of the urban guerrilla. 


Gerald Klopper and Ronald Fritsch are arrested and charg- 
ed with ‘support of the Lorenz kidnapping’ . 


Six members of the Socialist Patients Collective-Holger 
Meins Commando, capture the West German embassy in 
Stockholm. They take 12 hostages and demand the release 
of urban guerrillas in prisons throughout Germany. The 
police lay seige to the embassy and the German military 
and economic attaches are killed. One guerrilla is also kil- 
led the others are captured and extraclicted to Germany. 


Karl Roth and Werner Sauber are shot by police at a road 
block in Cologne. Werner dies of his wounds. 

‘We know that the police are not our main enemy. Capitalism is 
the main enemy, its state and the profits of destruction, ie af. 
fects the lives of all of us. Nut we bie alee that it is the job of the 
police to capture us, dead or alive, We try to getoutof the way of 
the police, Faucet it isnot our aim to kill them, But everyone knows 
that they are chasing us, not ive them, And if we are attacked. then 
we fight!’ Statement of the June 2nd Movement after the death 
‘of our comrade-Werner Sauber’, 


Till Meyer, J2M, is wounded and captured after a shootout 
with police in Berlin. 


The J2M assaults two banks in Berlin and distributes candy 
and a leaflet called the ‘economic trend: program of the 
June 2nd Movement’ 


Ralf Reinders, Inge Viett and Julianne Plambeck, J2M, 
are arrested in Berlin. All three are suspects in the Lorenz. 


September 9: 
1975 


September 13: 


December 21: 


1976 


January: 


kidnapping, and Reinders js also wanted in connection 
with the execution of Drenkmann. 


Fritz Teufel and Gabrielle Rollnick, J2M, are arrested 
in Berlin. 


At the annual meeting of the Organization of Petroleum 
exporting Countries in Vienna, Austria, a combined 
commando of the ‘Arm of the Arab Revolution' and 
the June 2nd Movement assault the building and take 
all the OPEC ministers hostage. Their demands are: 
immediate release of all political prisoners in Germany 
and monetary support of the Palestinian revolution, 
During the assault 2 security personnel are killed and 
Hans Klein is wounded. Eventually the guerrillas are 
given money and safe passage to Algeria and then Libya. 
All the OPEC ministers are released unharmed. 


The German state enforces censorship laws under which 
the writing, production, publication, distribution, ad- 
vertis ing, sale or display of ‘materials glorifying or en- 
couraging violent acts’, is a criminal offense and subject 
to jail terms of up to 3 years. 





March: 
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May 9: 


May 10: 


May 11: 


May 16: 


June 29: 


After a year long trial, Gerhard Muller and Irmgard 
Moller are found quilty of a variety of state charges 
and sentenced to long prison terms. 

Eberhard Dreher, who was working as a printer in the 
federal printing office, is arrested and charged with 
being ‘a supporter of the June 2nd Movement’. 


Ulrike Meinhof found murdered in her prison cell at 
Stuttgart-Stammheim. Meirhof has sustained four years 

of imprisonment, two of which had been spent in con- 
ditions of sensory deprivation and isolation, Immediately 
following her murder, numerous demonstrations take place 
throughout Europe. The West German consulate in Nice, 
France, bombs exploded the action is claimed by the 
‘Ulrike Meinhof Commando’. 


In Paris, two West German firms, Kloeckner Ina-France and 
Thyssen-France, are bombed in response to Meinhof's mur- 
der, Major demonstrations take place throughout West 
Germany, notably in Frankfurt and West Berlin. 


The U.S. Armed Forces radio station in West Germany is 
bombed. 


Thousands attend the funeral of Ulrike Meinhof. Twenty- 
six people are arrested when provoked by the police. 


‘Scorning both frontiers and the law, our forces are grouping 
together’, Ulrike Meinhof, 


A commando of the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) hijacks a French airliner full of Israeli 
tourists. From Athens they direct the plane to Entebbe, 
Uganda and demand the release of 53 prisoners, among 
them 7 Germans: Werner Hoppe, Jan-Carl Raspe, Ingrid 
Schubert, Petra Frauge (then imprisoned in Switzerland) 
and Inge Victt, Ralf Reinders and Fritz Teufel of the 
June 2nd Movement. 

Israel, which is holding most of the prisoners, seems to 
accept the demand, but in fact prepares a raid on the air- 
port at Entebbe. During the assault, the guerrilla commando 
and some of the hostages are shot. The Israelis escape with 
the hostages and fly two military planes via Kenya to Israel. 
Chief of the German ‘anti-terrorist GSG 9', Wegener is shot 
in the hip while actively participating in the raid. After the 
action, the PFI.P declares that two German comrades from 


June: 


July 7: 


July 21: 


the ‘Revolutionary Cells’ belonged to the guerrilla com- 
mando. Their names were given as ‘Machmud’ and ‘Ha- 
lima’. The PFLP accuses Bonn of having colaborated 
with Israel. 


Four women convicted or accused of participatingin 

the armed struggle, escape from their maximum sec- 
urity prison by overpowering a guard and going over 
the prison wall. They are Inge Viett, Gabriele Roll: 
nick, Juliane Plambeck and Monika Berberich. 


Rolf Pohle is arrested in Athens, Greece after being 
hunted and abducted by the German Border Police 
(BKA). In Berlin Monika Berberich is recaptured. 


September 28: Seven mambers of the RAF are sentenced to prison 


October 1: 


October 7: 
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April 8: 


April: 


terms of from 2 to 7 years for fire-bombings in 1970- 
72. 


Greece extradicts Rolf Pohle to Germany after Chan- 
cellor Schmidt threatens President Karmanlis in a 
personal letter with ‘heavy economic consequences’ 
if Pohle is not extradicted. A Greek lower court had 
acknowledged Polhe as a political prisoner. 


The West German state public prosecutor asks for life 
imprisonment sentences for RAF mambers Andreas 
Baader, Gudrun Ensslin, and Jan-Carl Raspe. 


West German Federal Prosecutor, Siegfried Buback 

is executed on his way to his office in Karlsruhe. Bu- 
back, chief political prosecutor in West Germany, was 
responsible for all trials of the RAF and others in the 
urban guerrilla. Buback and his two body guards are 
killed instantly when the rider on the back scat of a 
motorcycle opens fire with a submachine-gun. The 
action is claimed by the'Ulrike Meinhof Action Group! 


The prisonersof the June 2nd Movement and the 
Red Army Faction begin their fourth collective hun- 
ger strike. Over 100 prisoners take part, demanding 
an end to isolation and sensory deprivation. 
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May 3: 


June: 


July: 


July 30: 


Gunther Sonnenberg is captured after a gun battle in 
Bonn with the police. He is accused of particpating in 
the Buback execution. 


Baader, Raspe and Ensslin are sentenced to life im- 
prisonment. 


Klaus Croissant, RAF defense lawyer, flees West Germany 
fearing political persecution for his actions as a lawyer. 


Jurgen Ponto, the head of the Dresdner Bank, Germany's 
second largest bank, is executed in his Frankfurt home. 
RAF claims responsibility for the action. 


September 5: Han Martin Schleyer is kidnapped on his way to his 


October 4: 
October 13: 


October 17: 


house in Cologne. His five bodyguards were killed in 
less than 90 seconds and Schleyer, one-time high rank- 
ing Nazi SS officer in Prague and now president of the 
German Manufacturers Association was captured un- 
harmed by 6 RAF guerrillas. They demand the immedi- 
ate release of Baader, Ensslin, Raspe and 9 other RAF 
cadre, as well as $43,000 for each cadre released. 

‘We assume that Schmidt, after he showed in Stockholm(sce 

weit Gs how fast he can make decisions, will endeavor to 

clarify his relationship with this fat magnate of the cream 

of the nationl business establishment with equal speed.’ 

Red Army Faction statement after the abduction of Han 

Martin Schleyer; 

‘TAS IMPOSSIBLE TO HIDE THE JOY!’ 


Slogan painted on a wall at Heidelburg University after 
Schleyer? abduction. 


89 imprisoned urban guerrillas are locked in isolation. 


Guerrillas from the RAF and the PFLP hi- 
jack flight 181-Lufthansa, from Majorca island and 
demand the immediate release of all political prisoners 
in West Germany. The four guerrillas threaten to blow 
up the plane unless their demands are met. 


Lufthansa flight 181 is assaulted by over 100 German 
shock troops (GSG-9) while on the ground at Mogadishu 
airport in Somalia. During the gun-battle, 3 guerrillas are 
killed and one is wounded and captured. 
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October 18: 


October 19: 


October: 


Andreas Baader, Gudrun Ensslin and Jan-Carl Raspe 
are murdered in their top-security isolation prison 
cells at Stammheim, Stuttgart. Irmgard Moller is also 
attacked and is seriously wounded but she survives 
and denounces the state-conspiracy and lies that the 
‘Stammheim Massacre’ deaths were suicides. 


YT would never have attempted suicide, there is always a 
way to fighton.’ — statement by Inngard Moller shortly 
after the Stammnbeim deaths. 


The lifeless body of Han Martin Schleyer is found 
stuffed into a trunk of a car in a wealthy French 
suburb only 10 miles from the German border. He 
was one of the most influential industrial bosses in 
Germany, chief executive of the huge Daimler-Benz 
automobile corporation and president of the ‘Ger. 
man Employer's and Industrial Association, 

‘After 43 days of captivity, we have put an end to the 

corrupt and miserable existence of Schleyer, His death 

in no way micasures up to our gricf and anger over the 

slaughter at Mogadishu and at Stammibein, We will not 

forget the blood spilled by Chancellor Schmidt and the 

imperialists wha support him! The battle has just hegen!’ 

Statement from the RAF after the Stammbicim Murders. 


Following the murders of 3 RAF cadre at Stamm.- 
heim prison, thousands of people throughout Eur- 
ope take to the streets inprotest. 

At Rome University pitched street battles occur, 
4 police are wounded and 25 street-fighters are cap- 
tured. The demonstrators are prevented from rnarch- 
ing on the West German embassy and return to the 
campus throwing molotov cocktails at police and 
shouting slogans against the ‘German Nazis respon: 
sible for the cold-blooded murder of our comrades’. 
At least 20 bomb attacks also take place against 
German businesses in Rome, Milan, Florence, Bol- 
ogna, Genoa, Messina, Ostia and Venice where the 
German Cultural Center and the West German Con- 
sulate are attacked. 

In France, two West German automobile ware- 
houses and several Mercedes are bombed. A huge 
fire totally destroyed the German-owned paper com- 
pany in Toulouse. In Versailles, a huge bomb des- 
troys another German-owned factory warehouse, 
The action is claimed by the ‘Andreas Baader Group 


October: 
1977 


October 20: 


October 21: 


October 27: 


of the Armed Faction Movement for Popular Auto- 
nomy- In Limoges, a Mercedes-Bens garage was set 
ablaze and the word ‘Vengence' was written on one 
wall of the building, In Nice, 3 German tour buses 
were destroyed by bombs. 

In Greece, police fought a pitched gun-battle with 
4 guerrillas attempting to bomb a German owned elec- 
tronics factory outside Athens, two police are wound- 
ed and one guerrilla is wounded and captured. His 
comrades escape to fight on. 


In Rome ‘anti-terrorist units’ hunt for a network of 
urban guerrillas that calls itself ‘Communist Front- 
line: 


In Germany and in France, a massive state search 

is launched for ten women and six men believed to 
be connected to the RAF kidnapping and execution 
of Schleyer. All media outlets are drafted into the 
service of the state, as the pictures, backgrounds and 
voice prints of the guerrillas are broadcast throughout 
Europe. 


Andreas Baader, Gudrun Ensslin and Jan-Carl Raspe 
are buried in a common grave in Stuttgart's Wald- 
friedhof cemetery. Nearly 1,000 police with machine- 
pistols and riot gear attempt to stop and search and 
catalogue everyone who attends the funeral services. 
Most participants wear masks or arab kaffiyehs to 
keep their identity hidden from the state. As the 
boxes were lowered into the grave, there were great 
shouts of defiance: 


"Gudrun, Andreas, Jan Were Tortured and Murdered at 
Staminheim’ 

‘The fight yoes on!’ 

At the funeral, Gudrun’s father, Pastor Helmut Ensslin told 
a fourttalist-‘Once [was ingenuous, but now Lam convinced 
she was assassinated, After the death of Ulrike, Gudrun told 
me it could end that way for her, But she ruled out suicide 
absolutely. Now [ must see what Inmyard Moller has to say. 
But everyone keeps quie tand they have advised me to re- 
main silent too,’ Ata later date Pastor Ensslin was charged 
with “defaming the state’ for his statements. 


November 1: 
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November 9: 


November 13: 


November 30: 


December: 


December 20: 


In Bellvue, Washington, USA, the George Jackson 
Brigade bombs a Mercedes-Benz car dealership and 
causes over $24,000 in material damage. The action 
was a demonstration of solidarity with the RAF 
and people fighting in the streets of Europe in re- 
taliation for the Stammheim Massacre. The GJB's 
slogan in their communique is: 

‘You Can (ill A Revolutionary, But You Can't Idill 

The Revolution!’ 


Millionaire Walter M. Palmers. head of Austria's 
leading lingerie chain and one of the richest men 

in Austria is kidnapped in front of his Vienna villa. 
He was released shortly after his family paid $2 
million in Swiss francs. 


Ingrid Schubert, convicted RAF member, was found 
hanged in her cell at a Munich priscn. 


Thomas Gratt and Othman Keplinger are arrested 
by Swiss police as they attempted to cross the 
border into Italy. Police claim to have found 2 
guns and $265,000, of which $65,000 was said 
to be identical with the ransom money paid for 
Palmers. Both were said to have ‘RAF comrades’. 


The Commnunist Frontline bombs a newly con- 
structed prison in Turin, Italy. 

RAF defense lawyer, Klaus Croissant was extra- 
dicted from France and flown to West Germany; 
he was jailed on charges of ‘aiding and abetting’ 
jailed RAF members. 


Following a shoot-out with Swiss customs officials 
on the French frontier, Gabi Krocher-Tiedemann 
and Christian Moller, both of the J2M, are captured. 





1978 


January 13: 


March 10: 


April: 


April 10: 


April 11: 


May 27: 


May 29: 


May 30: 


(\ hand grenade explodes in the offices of the chief 
public prosecutor at the Bern Supreme Court and 
causes heavy material damage. A ‘Commando Benno 
Ohnesorg' claims responsibility and announces further 
attacks if Gabi and Christian are extradicted. 


Gabi and Christian begin an unlimited hungerstrike. 
They demand an end to the continued isolation and 
sensory deprivation torture. They cite the European 
Convention of Human Rights and the minimum guar- 
antees of the Geneva Convention of 1949 and addi- 
tional protocols of 1977. They sign as ‘the prisoners 
from the June 2nd Movement in Bern’. 


Just before the beginning of the trial of urban guer- 
rillas for the Lorenz/Drenkmann actions, bogus copies 
of the advertising journal ‘A-Z Kreuzberger' are dis- 
tributed. This time however the paper has no adver- 
lisements and the pages are filled with current infor- 
mation on the June 2nd Movement and the coming 
trial. 


Reinders, Teufel and Fritsch assault their state- 
appointed attorneys and declare that they want 
nothing to do with them. 


The so-called ‘Lorenz-Drenkmann’ trial begins in West 
Berlin, Presiding judge is Geus, who had formerly 
dismissed charges after the death of Benno Ohnesorg, 
against the policeman Kurras and others. 


Till Meyer is freed by. two armed revolutionary women 
pretending to be lawyers. Meyer and the women es. 
cape from the Moabit prison, one of the most heavily 
guarded. Flowever the planned liberation of Andreas 
Vogel is thwarted when pigs prevent his escape. 


Heavily armed police raid the law offices of advocate 
Lohstoter and arrest her in connection with the Meyer 
case, She is released short time later. 


In Berlin, Gisla Kuhn, Susanne Wotschke and Karsten 
Mocken are arrested and charged with'‘support of the 
terrorist actions’. 


May 31: 


1978 


June 2): 


June 30: 


July 14: 


July 15: 


July 21: 


July 23: 


A state appointed attorney assigned to the cases of the 
June 2nd Movement prisoners, is shot in the leg and 
another lawyer has a bomb planted in his car while it 
was parked outside the Berlin police headquarters, but 
it did not explode. The ‘Revolutionary Cells’ claim 
the actions in a communique calling for the immediate 
release of their guerrilla comrades. 


Heavily armed police kidnap Till Meyer, Gabriele 
Rollnick, Gudrun Strumer and Angelika Goder in 
Varna, Bulgaria. The Bulgarian police do not at- 
tempt to intervene and the four guerrillas are spirit- 
ed out of Bulgaria. 


In Switzerland, Gabi Krocher-Tiedemann and Chris- 
tian Moller are sentenced to 15 and 11 years in 
prison. This sentence is announced without the two 
guerrillas nor their lawyers being present. The case 
stems from their shoot-out and subsequent capture 
by Swiss border police. 

Four RAF members are arrested in Yugoslavia, They 
are: Brigitte Monhaupt, Sieglinde Hofman, Peter 
Boock, and Rolph Wagner. All are sought in con- 
nection with the Schleyer kidnap-execution. 


A bomb explodes causing heavy material damage to 
the Bern Court House next to the prison building 
where Gabi and Christian are imprisoned. 


Following the well publicised co-operation ketween 
the German and Bulgarian police(see 6-2{-78) and 

the illegal extradiction of the guerrillas, two offices 
of the Balkan Trading Organization are bombed by 
the ‘International Revolutionary Solidarity Movement! 


In Alburg, Vermont, USA officials arrested Kristina 
Berster after she attempted to cross the Canadian 
border on foot with a false Iranian passport. She 
was being hunted by German police for‘criminal 
conspiracy, using explosives, counterfeit docu- 
ments and belonging to a criminal organization’. 


The FBI locates 2 people sought in connection with 
the arrest of Kristina Berster. ‘They allegedly helped 
her in her atternpts to enter the United States. 


August: 
1978 


August 20: 


September 7: 


September 25: 


October: 


October 28: 


November 15: 


November 18: 


Uwe Folkerts goes on trial in Stuttgart for 'member- 
ship of a criminal organization’. He is accused of be- 
longing to a group supposedly formed by former 
RAF lawyer Siefried Haag, whose own trial starts 

in September. 


Astrid Proll, ex-member of the RAF, is arrested 
by British police and faces extradiction to Germany. 


Willy Peter Stoll, considered one of the original mem- 
bers of the RAF, is gunned down by police in a rest- 
aurant in Dusseldorf. Police distributed thousands of 
photographs of Stoll throughout West Germany and 
hysteria was whipped up regularly in all the media. 


German police attept to capture three RAF guerrillas 
while they are out target practicing in the woods out- 
side Dortmund. They wound and capture two cadre 
in a running gun-battle that killed one policeman. The 
third revolutionary escaped with the dead policeman's 
submachine-gun. Captured were Angelika Speitle and 
Michail Knoll. 


Kurt Groenwold, former lawyer for Ulrike Meinhof, 

is found guilty of ‘supporting a criminal organization’ 
and attempting to keep imprisoned guerrillas in touch 
with the outside world. His trial lasts more than six 
months. In the meantime he is held in ‘preventive 
detention’ for 3 years. He is given a two year sentence. 


Kristina Berster is found guilty of attempting to il- 
legally enter the U.S.and now faces extradiction to 
Germany. 


The urban guerrillas captured in Yugoslavia (6-30-78) 
are released by Yugoslav police and flown to an un- 
disclosed country of their choice. 


Fifteen members of the ‘Willy Peter Stoll Commando’ 
occupy a German national press office armed with 
clubs. They broadcast a communique calling for mili- 
tant solidarity with all political prisoners in Germany. 
However, before the broadcast is completed, the police 
assault them and in the fierce hand-to-hand combat 
that takes place 7 of the guerrillas are subdued. The 
others escape and vow to fiaht on. 


The Concept of the Urban Guerrilla 


If we are correct in saying that American imperialism is a paper tiger, 
ic., that it can ultimately be defeated, and if the Chinese Communists 
are correct in their thesis that victory over American imperialism has 
become possible because the struggle against it is now being waged in 
all four corners of the earth, with the result that the forces of im- 
perialism are fragmented, a fragmentation which makes them possible 
to defeat—if this is correct, then there is no renson to exclude or 
disqualify any particular country or any particular region from taking 
part in the anti-imperialist struggle because the forces of revolution 
are especially weak there and the forces of reaction especially strong. 

As it is wrong to discourage the forces of revolution by under- 
estimating their power, so it is wrong to suggest they should seck 
confrontations in which these forces cannot but be squandered or 
annibilated. The contradiction between the sincere comrades in the 
organizations—let’s forget about the prattlers—and the Red Army 
Fraction, is that we charge them with discouraging the forces of 
revolution and they suspect us of squandering the forces of revolu- 
tion. Certainly, this analysis does indicate the directions in which the 
fraction of those comrades working in the factories and at local level 
and the Red Army Fraction are overdoing things, if they are over- 
doing things. Dogmatism and adventurism have since time im- 
memorial been characteristic deviations in periods of revolutionary 
weakness in al] countries. Anarchists having since time immemorial 
been the sharpest critics of opportunism, anyone criticizing the op- 
portunists exposes himself to the charge of anatchism. This is some- 
thing of an old chestnut. 

The concept of the “urban guerrilla” originated in Latin America, 
Here, the urban guerrilla can only be what he is there: the only 
revolutionary method of intervention available {o what are on the 
whole weak revolutionary forces. 

The urban guerrilla starts by recognizing that there will be no 
Prussian order of march of the kind in which so many so-called 
revolutionaries would like to lead the people into battle. He starts by 
recognizing that by the time the moment for armed struggle arrives, it 
will already be too late to start preparing for it; that in a country 
whase potential for violence is as great and whose revolutionary 
traditions are as broken and feeble as the Federal Republic's, there 
will not—without revolutionary initiative—even be a revolutionary 
orientation when conditions for revolutionary struggle are better than 
they are at present—which will happen as an inevitable consequence 
of the development of late capitalism itself. 

To this extent, the “urban guerrilla” is the logical consequence of 


the negation of parliamentary democracy long since perpetrated by its 
very own representatives; the only and inevitable response to einer- 
gency luws and the rule of the hand grenade; the readiness to Aight 
with those same means the system has chosen to use in trying to 
eliminate its opponents. The “urban guerrilla” is based on a recopni- 
tion of the facts instead of an apologia of the facts. 

The student movement, for one, realized something of what the 
urban guerrilla can do. He can make concrete the agitation and 
propaganda which remain the sum total of left-wing activity. One can 
imagine the concept being applied to the Springer Campaign at that 
time or to the Heidelbery students’ Cabora Bassa Campaign, to the 
squads in Frankfurt, or in relation to the Federal Republic's military 
aid to the comprador regimes in Africa, in relation to criticism of 
prison sentences and class justice, of safety legislation at work and 
injustice there, 

The urban guerrilla can concretize verbal internationalism as the 
requisition of guns and money. He can blunt the state’s weapon of a 
ban on communists by organizing an underground beyond the ceach 
of the police. The urban guerrilla is a weapon in the class war. 

The “urban guerrilla” signifies armed struggle, necessary to the 
extent that itis the police which make indiscriminate use of firearms, 
exonerating class justice from guilt and burying our comrades alive 
unless we prevent them. To be an “urban guerrilla” means not to let 
oneself be demoralized by the violence of the system, 

The urban guerrilla’s aim is to attack the state’s apparatus of con- 
trol at certain puints-and put them out of action, to destroy the myth 
of the system's omnipresence and invulnerability. 

The “urban guerrilla” presupposes the organization of an illegal 
apparatus, in other words apartments, weapons, ammunition, cars, 
and papers. A detailed description of what is involved is to be found 
in Marighella’s Minisnanual for the Urban Guerrilla. As for what else 
is involved, we are ready at any time to inform anyone who needs to 
know because he intends to do it. We do not know a great deal yet, 
but we do know something. 

What is important is that one should have had some political ex- 
perience in legality before deciding to take up armed struggle. Those 
who have joined the revolutionary left just to be trendy had better be 


careful not to involve themselves in something from which there is no 
going back. 


The Red Army Fraction and the “urban guerilla” are (hat fraction 
and praxis which, because they draw a clear dividing line between 
themselves and the enemy, are combatted most intensively. This 
presupposes a political identity, presupposes that one or two lessons 
bave already been learned. 

In our original concept, we planned to combine urban guerrilla 
activily with grass-roots work. What we wanted was for each of us to 
work simultaneously within existing socialist groups at the work place 
and in local districts, helping to influence the discussion process, 
learning, gaining experience. It has become clear that this cannot be 
done. These proups are under such close surveillance by the political 
police, their meetings, timetables, and the content of their discussions 
so well monitored, that it is impossible to attend without being put 
under surveillance oneself. We have learned that individuals cannot 
combine legal and illegal activity. 

Becoming an “urban guerrilla” presupposes that one is clear about 
one’s own motivation, that one is sure of being immune to “Bild- 
Zeitung” methods, sure that the whole  anti-Semite-criminal- 
subhuman-murderer-arsonist syndrome they use against revolution- 
aries, all that shit that they alone are able to abstract and articulate 
and that still influences some comrades’ attitude to us, that none of 
this has any effect on us. RAF 


A hundred flowers have bloomed, 
They are one hundred armed revolutionary groups! 


Rote Agmer Praktion (RABI Mis Nomzepe Stadtecriiia, Apa, 1oTt 





In Loving Memory of: 
RAF Commando Wolfgang Grams. 
Assasinated in the Line of Duty 


by GSG-9 State Security Forces 
June 27, 1993 





The resources of the Red Army Faction 
are limited, but they are sufficient to 
solve the problems of the first stage. The 
support that the RAF receives is larger 
than expected... TO THE ANGER OF 
THE OPPRESSORS! The concept of 
urban guerilla warfare is therefore 
realistic. 


The second stage, the stage of 
exemplary attacks on the apparatus of 
repression, will develop out of the first 
stage. The task of the first stage is to 
demonstrate, through suitable actions, that 
it is possible to build armed groups that 
resist the state. 


Red Army Faction, 
September, 1970 





